
PRINTING 
UNDERWRITTEN BY:

Minnesota Alliance for Family & Animal Safety 
(MNAFAS) is a community alliance devoted to 
addressing the link between animal abuse/neglect 
and domestic violence through education, advocacy, 
social policy and program development.

MNAFAS members include:
•	 Animal welfare organizations 
•	 Domestic violence agencies 
•	 Pet foster homes 
•	 Veterinary clinics/hospitals 
•	 Community members

MNAFAS is an initiative of Day One®. 

For help finding safety for your pet 
because you're experiencing violence, call 

(952) 646-6563
or email safety@dayoneservices.org.

 

For additional support, please call the 
MN Day One® Crisis Line: 1(866) 223-1111 

safety@dayoneservices.org
dayoneservices.org |      dayonemn

“It is amazing to know 
my pet will be 

well cared for while 
I am in a shelter 

with my children. 
I couldn’t imagine 

another loss 
for the kids.”

-Domestic 
Violence
Survivor

MINNESOTA ALLIANCE 
FOR FAMILY & ANIMAL 
SAFETY (MNAFAS)

Day One® is a statewide program of Cornerstone.



UNDERSTANDING THE LINK BETWEEN 
HUMAN AND ANIMAL VIOLENCE

Abusing pets is a way to control, intimidate, and 
hurt other members of the family. The animals 
become “pawns in the game of power & control.”

The Statistics

71% of pet-owning women entering women’s 
shelters reported that their batterers had injured, 
maimed, killed or threatened family pets for 
revenge or to psychologically control victims.
(National Survey of Shelters for Women Who Are Battered)

88% of homes with physically abused children also 
have abused or neglected pets.
(2008 Shelter Survey)

65% of women in a shelter who had pets that had 
been abused reported that they delayed leaving  
their own homes, risking their own safety, because 
of concern for their pet.  
(Carlisle-Frank, P., Frank, J.M., & Nielsen, L. (2004). Selective 
Battering of the Family Pet. Anthrozoos, 17, 26-42.)

The Link and Domestic Violence

In domestic violence situations, abusing pets is a 
way to control, intimidate and hurt other members 
of the family. Victims of abuse are often afraid to 
leave abusive situations because of concern for 
their pets or other animals.

The Link and Child Maltreatment

Children who harm animals or witness acts of 
violence against animals are at increased risk of 
developing antisocial behaviors and of becoming 
victims of child maltreatment.

7% of intentional animal abuse cases involved 
child abuse and neglect. 
(Humane Society of the United States, 2001)

FOR HELP FINDING PET SAFE HOUSING 
OR TO VOLUNTEER TO FOSTER A PET, 

PLEASE CALL (952) 646-6563.


